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boundaries of web portal functionality and convenience.  With scalability 
to provide for future data types and extended reporting features, including 
interoperability of data portals using the CLG schema, the solution 
provided by ACTIVE will become a central plank in regional information 
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                                                                         Phil Eadie, Head of See-IN 

Developing a Regional Information System 
The See-IN Data Hub 

The Challenge 

SEE-IN were looking to create a Regional Information System (RIS) that would be a valuable  
long-term resource in supporting evidence based policy development and decision making,  
whilst offering a single entry point to data and basic analytical tools.   

Developing such a tool was not without its obstacles, providing the new functionality and enabling 
loading of over 100 indicators across 20 different geographies was particularly challenging.  
 
The Solution 

The SEE-�)�.���$�A�T�A���(�U�B���W�A�S���B�U�I�L�T���U�S�I�N�G���!�#�4�)�6�%���S���0�R�O�F�I�L�E�R���/�N�L�I�N�E�½���T�E�C�H�N�O�L�O�G�Y���n an online spatially 
based reporting and analysis toolset.  Unique key functions include a Data Upload facility, 
generation and saving of user defined study areas and Combination Report  functionality.  

It was important to ensure connectivity between the Data Hub and SEE -IN website as it plays a 
key part in the SEE-IN mandate.  As the website was in the process of redevelopment whilst the 
Hub was being developed, the same company ensured that branding was kept consistent.   

The tool has been designed so that users can quickly access and interrogate the data with 
detailed help pages available on line.  Providing access to over 1000 data sets and 135 key 
indicators from over 30 different sources, the data portal enables data to be viewed as a thematic 
map, on a chart or table, and for data to be downloaded as either an MS Excel® file or pdf report.   

There is no need to register to use the majority of the site.  Registered users have additional 
benefits of uploading their own data to the site for analysis alongside pre -loaded datasets, 
allowing stakeholders to share research with a wide audience and contribute towards the 
improvement of the regional evidence -base.   
 
The Result 

The SEE-IN Data Hub was successfully launched on 3rd July 2007 to over 60 delegates from 25 
South East organisations.  The launch included a live online demonstration of the site and its 
functionality.  Statistics show that in the days following, up to 59 unique users were accessing the 
site in any one day, with 406 visits within the first month alone.  In the year following the launch, 
the site received 2199 visitors, with a total of 74 user account registrations covering a broad 
spectrum of organisations from local authorities and community groups to government agencies.  
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As the regional observatory for the South East, SEE-IN (South East England Intelligence  
Network) works to share data, information and intelligence for the benefit of the region.  Working 
in partnership with SEEDA (South East England Development Agency) and funding from the 
European Social Fund, SEE-IN embarked on the SEE-IN Data Hub development with the aim of 
improving access to regional, sub -regional and local data and intelligence on skills, employment 
and other economic, social and environmental agendas.  

Key Benefits  

Online access to over 120 data sets 
at national, regional and local  
geography  

Enabled the mapping, charting, 
tabulating and downloading of data  

Produced combination reports with 
the users selecting data  

Enabled users to upload their own 
data and share it with others in the 
South East 

Reduces time spent researching  


